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The above stories were related to
the local teaching problems where-
ever possible. The emphasis placed
on the laws of God and Bahd’u’llih
and the suffering and difficulties that
follow disobedience.

10:00-12:00 noon Language classes,

1. Iliterates—Ateso people were
taught basic reading and writing—
they were beginning both at begin-
ning of second weelk,

2. Beginning English—These were
taught how to carry on a conversa-
tion in basic English.

3. Advanced English—These were
taught to increase their vocabulary
and to perfect their understanding of
grammar. This group also memo-
rized three prayers in English: The
noon day obligatory prayer, The Re-
mover of Difficulties, and the short
Healing Prayer.

Nore: Special material was pur-
chased and supplied to each group.
These classes were to be carried on
for at least another two weeks by
qualified local Bahé'is who assisted
during the session.
4:00-5:00 P.M. 4.
(Principles).

The Baha'i Administration (Brit-
ish edition) was used during this
class. The Administrative Order and
its institutions were outlined, ex-
plained, and discussed. Part of this
period was given to answering ques-
tions.
5:00-5:45 P.M. 5.
{Applied).

Administration from the applied
point of view. Some illustrations
were: make-up of the Local Assem-
bly, conduct of an election, mean-
ing and form of a Feast, example
of consultation, duties of officers of
Assemblies and committees, rights
and duties of the individual believer,
vital necessity of knowing laws. Em-
phasis was placed on the importance
of developing the local Assembly so
that it could begin to solve most of
its own problems. Self-development
on an individual, local and area ba-
sis was, in fact, the thread that ran
through the entire schoal.

Administration

Administration

5:45-6:00 P.M. Stories about the
Faith:
These were of an inspirational

character so that the day might end
on a high plane. The stoTies were
selected to cheer the heart and to
instruct the mind at the same time,
T7:30-9:30 .M. Pioneers.

The pionecers were given the op-
portunity to ask questions ahout
their pioneering projects. They were
given answers to specific guestions

about the Faith. They were told, in
detail, the steps to be taken in the
formation of their Assembly, etc.
Miscellaneous

1. Under the supervision of the
Uganda Teaching Commitiee, a spe-
cial Teso district Teaching Commit-
tee was formed. The Committee was

a. To assist in carrying on the
school idea after the formal ses-
sions

b. To expand the teaching ac-
tivities throughout Teso

c. To assist and encourage the
weaker local Assemblies

d. To be an arm of the UTC to
help solve the probhlems of the
area. This would prevent delay,
since it would be on the spot to as-
semble facts, and to give a loeal
understanding to them.

2. One entire afternoon period,
12:00 fo 4:00, was given to this com-
mittee before they organized. Al]
the steps of organization, election,
the steps necessary to the solution
of a problem (as used by NSA's)
were outlined. The necessity of fre-
quent meetings and regular reports
was emphasized. A special notebook
for the secretary was provided, A
book on Baha’i Administration given
to the Chairman for the committee.

The committee then carried on
their organization, planned to meet
every two weeks, with ancther spe-
cial meeting the following day seo
they could begin to function at once.

In the words of the secretary,
“Can this Teso District Committee
for all time be appointed and or-
ganized in this same way so that
this day wou'd live in the history of
Teso, so overjoved and moved are
we by this great step.”

We were all touched by the gpirit,
but explained the Administrative
problem. They agreed then that to
send a ‘“‘cable to their rnost Beloved
Guardian, would mark this unfor-
gettable day on their hearts.”

3. The - Distriet Commissioner
came from Soroti to visit and to see
what the Bahd’is were deoing. The
Government has been eager to carry
on just such self-development proj-
ects as the Language classes, and
thanks to the UTC the Bahd'is have
“stolen a march’ on them. It should
be marked to the Baha’i credit with
the Government.

4, There were scveral extra-curri-
cular activities, in which everyone
took part, during the rest-hours of
12:00 to 4:00 P.M. Some of the most
interesting were as {ollows:

a. The roadway from the high-
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way to the school was lined with
stones and whitewashed. Special
paths to the Center and to the new
auxiliary rest house built epposite
the Center were alsa lined with
whitewashed stones.

b. Bushes of flowers were
planted at the approach to the
doorway of Center,

¢. An orange tree was planted
near the Center for both food and
shade.

d. Seven Mango trees were
planted to line the road from the
highway.

e. The walls of the Center were
unfinished and full of cracks. One
noon when the rain came every-
one rushed to get buckets and mud
and soon all the walls were rein-
forced and made thick and strong
with earth and water.

f. A special sign was made in
blue and gold for over the en-
trance, reading: Bami’f CeENTER,

g. A Eroup went to Lake Kyoga
and picked many many papyrus
reeds. These were split, dried and
floor mats made for the Center.
5. On the last day of the School,

there was a special question and an-
swer period. There was also a ses-
sion at which the students reviewed
the two weeks” work and commented
on the things they had learned. The
following comments were selected
from different communities in order
to get a well-rounded report:

Mr. Nafutali: ‘‘Stories of history
gave me much courage and strength
to help hold me up if I should have
to be martyred.”

Mr. Kam: ‘‘Stories about the mir-
rors, the trees, the dog, the planting
all made me understand the mean-
ings better.' (This was in reference
to using simple analogies explaining
phases of the teachings.)

Mr. Ikello: “Now I really know
about Jesus and Baha’u'llah, and I
think I can cxplain it to others.”

Mr. Yafusi: “When I bring a soul
into the Faith and then lose it, I
must not be discouraged, but must
search until I find those that will be
real and true.”

Mr. Okiror: “Now that I have
heard that I should not drink, I will
not, There is room in my heart only
for Baha'u'llah.”

Mr. Maliza: “'This Administration
gives me a greater understanding of
the future of our Faith.”

Mrs. Odozo: “It strengthens me to
know that Baha'w’llah’'s Covenant is
not only for this Faith, but for all
Faiths."’
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Mrs, Tubei: “It is through this
Faith that I have learned reading
and writing."”’

Mr. Ebetu: “If is only in this
Baha'i Faith that you find the new
Commandment which Christ gave to
the world "“to love each other'” he-
ing practiced.”” (He guoted Jeohn
13:34, 35)

Mr. Epaja: ‘“This Administration
is the only solution to the waorld
problems.”

Suggestions for Pioneers

“The following suggestions for new
pioneers may be very familiar to
you already, but they were things
we learned so we will set them down
for whatever worth they may be.

1. Try to learn at least a few
words of the language, if you are
just passing through; a good under-
standing of it should be aequired by
settlers, This breaks down much of
the reserve, It is easy enough to
learn one little phrase a day, and
this means much to them.

2. Speak very slowly, and in short
sentences, Sentences that have: sub-
ject, verb, object are much easier
to translate, and understand than
those beginning with a dependent or
qualifying clause.

3. Use many analogies, illustrate
points with simple stories. The pio-
neers might read Aesop’s fables
again with profit. We have collected
or created many analogies and
stories. Collecting from each pioneer
might produce a very substantial
pool of useful material.

4, We were told by the people of
Teso and of Kampala that the Afri-
can people will say ‘yes’ they under-
stand, when they do not. They are
polite and wish to please. They think
this is what you want to hear. Also,
they do not wish you to think they
have not understood. So repetition
and questions on the laws of the
Faith, and the vital points are rec-
ommended.

5. Literature is still a major prob-
lem. One pamphlet is soon exhaust-
ed by those who do not read Eng-
lish. Mimeographed bhulletins, any
new teaching in their language, helps
keep them interested and fortifies
them for tests. In Teso we were told
that this was one of their gravest
problems, getting something new to
give to the people.

6. With so many pioneers (the out-
standing people) leaving the various
communities, there is an increasing,
vital need for deepening one or two
at least, who can hold the fort and
assist the others. The ones with the

greatest knowledge of Administra-
tion are leaving, and the situation
is grave until these stalwart ones
have been replaced.

7. It is wise to learn something of
the customs of the people among
whom you are teaching. It is not dif-
ficult to learn them. It pleases them
to have vou ask. Alse, it can prevent
embarrassing difficulties later,

B. Africans are not hesitant about
discussing the problems connected
with alcohel and pelygamy. Full and
frank consultation on these subjects
will bring many helpful things to
light from fthe African people them-
selves,

9. Whenever possible iry to get the
local people to assume responsibil-
ity. They have had much supervi-
sion, and they are quick to bring all
problems to the area or larger com-
mitiees. We found it helpful to ex-
plain the steps an NSA uses in soly-
ing a problem-and practiced with
them at mock Assembly meetings.
Getting them to think in terms of
the local Assembly instead of indi-
viduals and Europeans in solving
their problems is difficult, but es-
sential.

“For our personal recollections,
we are setting down the following
unrelated incidents that happened at
Teso. We shall cherish them always.
They are not part of the Conference-
School report.

“The young man that John had
talked to on the Teryini Ferry when
we went to Teso came to Tilling.
He came on his bicycle 45 miles,
Along the way he would ask, ‘Baha’i
where!” They would point north. He
said, ‘Always it was farther, farther,
but now I am here!” He was wel-
comed with much joy.

““Soon the pioneers began to leave
for their posts. These had been as-
signed to them before the school
opened—except for John Anthony
Mukhobe. He had been discharged
from his teaching position at the
Catholic school because he would not
give up the Baha’i Faith and go back
to Catholicism. The priests urged
Anthony’s father, a tribal Chief, to
force his son back to the church,
They set his wife against him. To
all opposition he replied, ‘Nothing
can take the place of this Faith in
my heart.” When one of the pioneers
was unable to leave for his post,
Anthony, vet a Baha't of about four
months, was offered the opportunity.
‘I have been praying to Baha'u'llih
that this would happen,” he said.
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“Mr. Esubere, through consulta-
tion with the committee, rleared up
his problems, and in five days he
altered his entire life and was gone
to pioneer near the Sudan, West Nile.
During that five days he rode 80
miles on his bicycle to tell his
brother he was leaving, and to tell
him about the Faith, and then rode
back 80 miles to bid his family fare-
well.

“Little Mr. Akwalinga went off to
Lira, among the Acholi tribe. A mild
sweet man, as gentle as ‘Abdy’l-
Baha’s smile, He had already parted
from his family, leaving them to God
and Baha'u’lldh. We took him to the
bus. He turned to say goodbye. Over
his shoulder on a stick were wrapped
hiz entire life’s possessions: 17 dol-
lars, his life’s fortune, were in his
pocket. You wanted to rush up and
seize him and hug him close to your
heart. He said to us through a trans-
lator, *It has been very kind of you
to come up here to serve the Faith!”
Before he went, he smiled and
waved to all of us. ‘Pray for me’,
he said. Then calling, ‘Allah-u-Abha’,
he was gone. But he will be with us
always, and part of anything we may
ever do will be because of such love,
devotion and sacrifice as we have
seen here,

“On Saturday, we all met gat
Iganga. Marguerite spoke at wom-
an’s club (African) and also taught
them some simple handcrafts. She
presented a crimson stole to the
woman in charge. In her joyousness
she nearly cracked Marguerite's
ribs. Bill spoke at the Iganga sec-
ondary school. After, we all had tea
with the Headmaster, Philip spoke
at the home of the Headmaster of
the primary school: then, back to
Jinja. Philip kept Bill in bed a few
days, and filled him with good food,
fine conversation, and much Baha’{
love. This scattered the malaria bug,
so off they all went to Kampala,
journey’s end.

““So we came to the end of this
first African journey. Many things
are precicus to us: the generosity
and help of everyone in Kampala,
Jinja and Teso; the very useful ad-
vice and kindly hospitality of Philip
Hainsworth; but perhaps most of all,
those days in the Iand of the Teso
people.

“Those wonderful skies on that
high plateau. A black storm gather-
ing in the north, white cotton-ball
clouds peacefully sleeping in the
south; misty skies in the east and
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that Oh, s0 blue Uganda sky in the
West. As I lay on my back in the
late morning preparing for afternocon
classes, the monkey would be crack-
ing ground nuts for lunch, the hor-
nets lazily singing in and out of the
thatched roof; and off in the distance
I knew the Iilliterate people were
learning to spell BAB: B-A-B. I could
bareiy hear the advanced class re-
citing, ‘Is there any remover of dif-
ficulties, save God’. Over it all came
the nearly one hundred voices of the
beginning English class shouting:
“This is my head! This is my eye!
This is my nose!’

“Deepest of all in our hearts was
that day of farewell to the pioneer
in Tanganyika. Tito Wanantsusi from
Mbale, was the pioneer to Mwanza
in Tanganyika, across Lake Victoria.
He returned to Jinja with Philip,
then to Kampala, and off by bhoat to
Mwanza. He was the first to go. Al-
most the entire school was there to
see him off. He kissed his wife,
hugged his husky little baby boy, and
got inlo the car to leave. Clutched
in his hand was a copy of the New
Era, a pamphlet on the life of
Baha’u’'llah, a mimecgraphed sheet
of Bible Prophecy, and a five cent
red notebook to write down the
names of his new contacts in
Mwanza.

“We all sang, ‘Yes it is true,
Baha'u’llah is the return of Christ’,
then we sang the Ateso song Bill
had composed from the few words
of Ateso he had learned.

“When they stopped laughing Bill
was acclaimed as the first American
to compose music in Ateso. .

“This hroke the tension of parting,
so we all gathered around the car
and sang, ‘Allih-u-Abhé’. Tito both
laughed and cried as he waved fare-
well to his dear family and friends,
As the car moved away, he called
to us:

“ ‘We ghall meet again, in Haifa,
Baghdad or heaven!’”

Edith and Lowell Johnson, Cape-
town, South Africa.

“As preparation for pioneering, we
studied 24 books on South African
anthropology, history and modern
problems, making summaries of the
books for distribution to other pio-
neers.

“We left the United States on Oc-
tober 20, 1953, arriving in Capetown
on November 26, the first resident
Bahi'is in the city.

*“Within the first week we had
found a furnished house on the cam-

pus of the University of Capetown
to sub-let for three months, Soon we
found a flat into which we will move
on March 1, thus making it possible
for us to feel truly ‘settled’.

“We had the joy of greeting Mr,
and Mrs. Lyall Hadden, Mr. and
Mrs. W. Kenneth Christian and son
Roger, and Mr. and Mrs. John Ro-
barts and son Patrick and daughter
Nina as they first set foot on African
soil. We were happy to be of help
in aiding their adjustment to the new
culture and in seeing them off to
Durban, Salisbury, 8. Rhodesia, and
Mafeking, Bechuanaland, respec-
tively.

“During the first few weeks we
did little more than see the sights
and fulfill the many social engage-
ments we were invited to over the
Christmas-New Year holidays. Slow-
ly contacts were made for jobs at
the same time. In the seventh week
the doors began to open and Edith
was given a part-time job as librari-
an at the University of Capetown,
just what she wanted. Lowell began
to get a few nibbles in free-lance ra-
dio writing and anncuncing at the
same time, and was asked, as his
first radio show, to summarize in
five minutes what ‘I Believe’ in a
fashion similar to that sponsored by
Edward R. Murrow in the states.

“Preparations for Lowell’s disser-
tation in communications have been
laid and through them many new
friends have been made in educa-
tional and mass communications cir-
cles. We both have enrclled for a
course in the Afrikaans language,
taking classes two evenings per
week.

*“We have had the supreme bounty
of speaking of the Faith to only three
persons, a woman who became in-
terested through David Hofman in
England in 1946 and Loulie Mathews
on her world tour in 1948; also a
couple who have heard of the Faith
previously through Mr. Turvey, the
local Johannesburg Baha'i. As for
our new friends, they knew us only
as Edith and Lowell

“We feel an unseverable bond be-
tween us and our fellow pioneers in
the Ten Year Crusade, no matter
whether pioneering on the home
front or in the far-flung parts of the
globe. We have established contact
via letter with many, but have been
forced to caulion evervone writing
to the pioneers in Seuth Africa not
to mention the word ‘Baha’i’ in the
contents of the letter nor place it on
the envelope. The mail of new im-

migrants to this ecountry is spot-
checked for pro-Negro leanings.'

"Never have we felt the impor-
tance of the work being done on the
home front as we have since arriv-
ing here. To know that the American
Bah&’is are working in harmony of
purpose gives us a wonderful feeling
of security and assurance. And never
before have we turned our thoughts
and hearts to Haifa and our beloved
Guardian as we do now every hour
of our day.

“Although we are happy to say
that we are Americans, and have
come to appreciate the true destiny
of the American nation, we have no
desire to return. We are too fiercely
nationalistic about our incipient

N.S.A, of Southern Africa.

“Our prayers are with you con-
stantly, and we hope that you will
occasionally include us in yours.”

BRITISH SLES
African Pioneer Journey

From the reports of the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahda'is of
the British Isles to their 1954 Con-
vention, the following excerpt has
been taken:

“‘Special mention must be made of
the epic car journey across Africa
made by ‘Ali and Violette Nakhja-
vani, accompanied by Enoch Glinga,
who was established in British Cam-
eroons, Max Kenyerezi, who was set-
tied in French Equatorial Africa,
and Samson Mungono, who was left
in the Belgian Congo. The resident
believers in the Belgian Congo were
visited and encouraged. Without the
devotion and sacrifice shown by all
who made this journey, it would
have been very difficult indeed to
open these two virgin territories.
The first fruit of this journey and
of the devotion of the pioneer to the
British Cameroons, has been the ac-
ceptance into the Faith of thirteen
believers in that territory.”

CANADA
Newly Elected Mational
Spiritual  Assembly

It is learned from Canada that the
National Spiritual Assembly now has
the following membership: Lloyd G.
Gardner, Cheirman; Allan Raynor,
Vice-Chairman; Audrey Westheuser,
Secretary; Peggy Ross, Treasurer:
Winnifred Harvey, Rowland Estall,
Angus Cowan, Albert Rakovsky,
Donald MacLaren.

A A
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CENTRAL AMERICA
Newly Elected National
Spititual Assembly

The result of the annual election
as reported is the following National
Spiritual Assembly for Central
America: Artemus Lamb, Chair-
man,; Jenny Taylor, Vice-Choirman;
Estaban Canales, Seeretary; James
Facey, Treasurer; Amy McAllister,
Recording Secretary; Sheila Rice-
Wray; Randolph FitzHenry, Assist-
ant to Treasurer for Sterling Area;
Marcia Sleward; Racquel F. de
Constante.

Contact With Mayan Indians

Noticias Baha'is, official organ of
the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahdé’'is of Central America,
prints the following:

“‘Cora Oliver and Shirley Warde
have been making friends and grad-
ually winning the confidence of the
people. Recent events have been
most encouraging. A woman of out-
standing service to humanity, of
Mayan and English parentage, has
been deeply interested in the Faith
and, through her, the first contact
with the Mayan Indians of Honduras
has been made. In her company,
Shirley and Cora were able to make
a trip to a Mayan village some 60
miles north of Belize and were taken
around the town to meet many of
the families, who have invited them
to return to spend some time in the
village. They found that most of the
Mayan customs and dress had been
discarded for the Spanish, and that
they are a people of an appealing
sweetness and purity.”

GERMANY-AUSTRIA
Mational Spiritual Assembly Members
The Annual Convention elected the
National Spiritual Assembly with the
following membership: Dr. Eugene
Schmidt, Chairman; Dr. Adelbert
Mihlschlegel, Vice-Chairman; Mrs.
Anna Grossmann, Secretory, Mr.
Otto Hafner, Treasurer; Mr. Julius
Henseler, Mr. Ruprecht G. Kriiger,

Miss Doris Lohse, Hanni Weber, Mrs. -

Johanna V. Werthern.

World Religion Day

Under the auspices of the Baha'i
Assemblies, World Religion Day was
commemorated on January 17, 1954,
in the following communities of Ger-
many and Awustria: Berlin, Esslin-
gen, Frankfurt, Karlsruhe, Stuttgart
and Vienna. Guest speakers included
Catholic, Lutheran and Jewish lead-
ers, Hindus, Buddhists, Quakers, Ad-
ventists, and representatives of free

Deleéal-es and visitors at the Fourth Aunual Convention of the Bahi'is of South Amer-
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ica, Santlage, Chile

and evangelical churches. In Vienna
an audience of 300 filled the audi-
torium of the old City Hall to hear
the Baha'i speaker and representa-
tives of other Faiths,

Warld Youth Day

World Youth Day was celebrated
by the Baha'i Youth in West Ger-
many March 26-27. Some sixty
Bahi’i Youth with their guests gath-
ered at the Youth House in Stuit-
gart. Talks were given by German
and Persian Baha'i Youth, and a
demonstration of unity was present-
ed in a “‘Conference of Four Little
Ones”—a German, an American, a
Russian girl and a Korean girl—whg
exchanged views in a lively discus-
gion, The gathering produced visible

and spiritual evidence of “‘unity
in diversity”® through the Baha'i
Teachings.

RAQ

MNational Spiritual Assembly Elected
The following National Spiritual
Assembly has been elected by the
Baha’is of 'Iraq fer the current year:
Dr. *Abbéds Ihsan Baghdadi, Chair-
man, Dr. Daoud Toeg, Vice-Chair-
man, Mr. Kamil ‘Abbas, Secretary,
Mr., Daoud Al'ani, Treasurer; Mr.
Saddiff ‘Abdu'l Majid; Mr. Menashi

Dallal; Mr. Hamid Majid; Mr.
Khdouri Haloubeh; Mr. Salman
Dloumi.

ITALY AND SWITZERLAND
New Mational Spiritual Assembly
The result of election held at the

Second Annual Baha’i Convention of

the Baha’is of Italy and Switzerland,

has bheen reported.

The Assembly membership is: Dr.
Ugo Giachery, Chairman; Fritz
Schaer, Vice-Chairman; Anna Kunz,
Secretary; Honor Kempton, Treas-
urer; Mario Fiorentini, Assistant
Treaswrer for Italy: Prof. Alessan-
dro Bausani, Elsa Steinmetz, Marion
Little, Fritz Semle.

SOUTH AMERICA
Mational Spiritual Assembly 1954-1955

A notice has been received of the
results of the election of the National
Spiritual Assembly at the Annual
Convention recently held in South
America.

Margot Worley, Chairman; Mer-
cedes Sanchez, Vice-Chairman: Dor-
othy Campbell, Secretary; Athos
Costas, Recording Secretary; Fabi-
enne Guillon, Treasurer; Eve Nick-
lin, Carlos Martinez, Edmund Mies-
sler, Gayle Woolson.

Fourth Annual Convention

The Fourth Annual Convention of
the Bah#'is of South America was
held in Santiago, Chile, from April
25 to 30, 1954, Although we were sur-
rounded by snow-capped mountains,
there was great warmth and love
in the atmosphere which prevailed
in all of the meetings. Sixteen dele-
gates were present and all of the
South American countries weare rep-
resented except Ecuador and Uru-
guay. The theme of the Convention
School was ‘““‘Action’” from the as-
pect of enrichment and deepening of
the individual Bah#'t, as well as in
our collective work in the fulfillment
of the goals of the World Crusade.

The Convention opened with a tea
and reception for the delegates in
the Hotel Crillon on April 25th, with
an attendance of 38 Bahé'is from all
over the Continent and a few wisi-
tors. The subjects studied and dis-
cussed during the School were “Epi-
sodes from the Dawn Breakers”, the
“Kitab-i-fgan’, “The Eternal Lega-
cy of God”, “The Pioneer in Ac-
tion'’, “Aspects of the Spiritual
World Crusade” and “‘the Inter-
continental Teaching Conferencesg™,
There were two public meetings, one
in a salon of the University of Chile
where Carlos Martinez spoke on
““The Eternal and Changing Values
in Man™ with an audience of over

-
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Newly-elected National Spiritual Assem-
bly of the Baha'is of South America.
From left to right, standing: Mercedes
Sanches, Carlos Martinez, Margot Wor-
ley, Eve Nicklin. Seated: Edmund Miess-
ler, Dorothy Campbell, Fabienne Gaillon,
Athos Costas. Gayle Woolsan, absent, in
ploneering post on the Galapagos Islands.

a hundred, and the other in the hotel
where the Convention was held with
Sergio Aparicic and Jorge Bejar
speaking on “Youth and Its Des-
tiny’’.

The glorious message of our be-
loved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, to
all of the Conventions, setting forth in
detail the great victories gained in
the first year of the Crusade, was
read the first afternoon. OQur hearts
filled with gratitude for the blessings
already poured out by Baha'u’llah,
we went on to study the Guardian's
cable of April 5th on the unfoldment
of the Institution of the Hands of the
Cause with the appointment during
the Ridvan of the Auxiliary Boards,
and his appeal that we begin imme-
diately the acquisition of Haziratu’l-
Quds in every country of the Con-
tinent in preparation for the estab-
lishment of the ten new National
Spiritual Assemblies in Scuth Amer-
ica, Maturity of outlook and deep
seriousness of purpose were evident
in all of the discussions, and we all
left determined to work as never be-
fore to bring into realization all of
the goals assigned us. The final
meeting was one of fellowship in
“Stanford School”’, the school of-
fered as a home for the children of
pioneers who feel it dangerous or un-
suitable to take their children with
them, and where there are now
three children of a pioneer couple.
It was hard to say “good-bye’’ to
the members of our growing Baha'i
family, but knowing that there is no
separation of spirit helped us to say
“Hasta luego’ with smiles, until the
mext Convention.

—NaTI0MAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMELY
oF THE BaHA’{s oF SouTH AMERICA

Publicity in Peru

Good press publicity has resulted
from efforts of the first Peruvian
pioneers, Mario and Gaylord Rodri-
guez, La Voz de Huancayo, the lead-
ing newspaper of Huancayo, carried
a two-ceolumn article, with a picture
of the Bahid'i House of Worship, in
a recent issue. In it, the Ten Year
Plan was mentioned as a world
movement for the establishment of
a true world peace through a sin-
cere brotherhood based on spiritual
principles,

.

g
FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL
CONVYENTION

0O Thou Incomparable God! O
Thou Lord of the Kingdom! These
souls are Thy heavenly army . .. "
With ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s words of bless-
ing upon the Divine Plan, the forty-
sixth Convention began on Thursday
morning, April 29. I there had been
any feeling that it might fall into
shadow, this first Convention after
the Jubilee, the thought was soon
changed to an overflowing sense of
gratitude for the bounties received
during the first year of the Global
Crusade. Last year was remembered
as the glorious point of its beginning.

‘'So blest and honored a Commu-
nity cannot afford for a moment to
rest on its laurels'" were the remind-
ing words of the Guardian spcken
by the Chairman, Paul Haney. As
each Convention is different, so per-
haps this one found its unigueness in
the quick-paced, purposeful consul-
tation which characterized its four
days.

As in every Convention within the
memory of many of the friends, this
one as it began was blessed and in-
spired by the words of Dorothy Bak-
er. That they might become the
spirit of the Convention, we fook to
our hearts the words of a letter writ-
ten to an American Bahi'i by Doro-
thy Baker some months before her
passing:

“I would not attempt to write the
real things, the things of the heart,
but T can say this that the Glory of
the Cause, its grandeur, shines like
the sun: and as for our beloved
Guardian, he is at times a servant
and again a King; and he is at once
the point of all jov and again the
nerve center of suffering . . . He is,
alas, a ransom; we are his bene-
ficiaries. He suffers the grief of the
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Prophets and yet is the ‘true Broth-
er.” And as he casts himself into the
sea of sacrifice, he is willing to cast
us, one and all, into that shining
sea also. America is the lead horse.
He drives the chariot that must win
over the combined forces of the
world. He cracks the whip over the
lead horse, not the others. Do the
friends not realize this? The pilgrim-
age begins when you take his hand,
and ends when you last look upon
his dear face, and in between you
kneel at the shrines and ask for di-
vine direection to serve him. And
when your prayer is answered there
is no doubt about it at all; a thousand
mercies circle around the answer,
and the Guardian is in the center of
them all.””

The Guardian's letter to the Con-
vention brought news of the far-
flung victories of the Crusade’s first
vear, when newly opened territories
scattered over the face of the earth
number one hundred, or seven-
eighths of all those destined to be
opened in an entire decade, and
bring the total to two hundred and
twenty-eight ‘“‘sovereign states and
dependencies enlisted under the
standard of the Cause of God".
Paragraph followed paragraph in
praise of the advances of a
“divinely guided . . . majestically ex-
panding Faith' into the wind-swept,
the sun-baked, the frigid, the iso-
lated, the war-devastated corners of
the earth. The Guardian's highest
praise was for the African campaign,
which is eclipsing all others in its
brilliance.

The story of the development of
the World Center within the confines
of the Holy Land, ‘‘the heart of the
world’', was given in this Message,
as well as the first announcement to
the American friends of the imme-
diate appointment, by the Hands of
the Cause, of Auxiliary Boards in
each of the five continents, to aid in
the effective prosecution of the Ten
Year Plan, The Guardian's list of
historical developments in all ave-
nues of Bah&’l activity was such as
to lift our hearts with gratitude and
pledge our souls to continuance of
the task.

The Guardian’s plea to the dele-
gates was three-fold: to ponder the
further ohjectives, to dedicate them-
selves anew to the tasks and to
‘‘rouse all the communities they rep-
resent to assume a worthy share in
the common and gigantic effort that
must needs be exerted for the at-
tainment of the . . goals™.
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National Assembly Report

The report of the National Spirit-
ual Assembly by its Secretary, Hor-
ace Holley, explained the formation
of Committees last year to imple-
ment the Ten Year Crusade in all
its areas, including the Home Front,
which has presented the most diffi-
cult of all teaching tasks. It was
noted that of the 409 persons wolun-
teering at the heginning of the Cru-
sade, 157 pioneers have entered the
field, Among the signal events of the
yvear were listed the receipt of Mes-
sages from the Guardian, points of
guidance throughout the year; the
addition to pioneer ranks of five
maembers of the National Assembly,
Elsie Austin, Dorothy Baker, Mat-
thew Bullock, W. Kenneth Christian,
and Mamie Seto, who were replaced
in two elections by Lawrence Hautz,
Charles Wolcott, Charlotte Linfoot,
Robert McLaughlin and Margery
McCormick; the passing of two
Hands of the Cause, Siegfried Schop-
flocher and Dorothy Baker; the
services given by the travels to
American cities by Persian Hands
of the Cause; the appointment by
the Guardian of a new Hand of the
Cause in America, Paul Haney; the
realization of the central purpose of
the House of Worship in the weekly
programs for public worship held
during the year; the incorporation
of five local Assemblies; and the
record of enrollments of 352 adult
believers and 57 youth, which indi-
cates that the whole-hearted proc-
lamation of the Faith is now one
of the most challenging of our un-
finished tasks.

Home Front Teaching Needs

From the Guardian's Message and
from the supplementary report of
the Natignal Assembly the Conven-
tion moved to the first objective in
the Guardian’s plea to ponder our
further goals. Consultation on the
urgent Home Front teaching needs
drew first attention, as Charles Wol-
cott, National Teaching Committee
chairman, reminded us of the ob-
jective of bringing to 300 the num-
ber of Iocal Spiritual Assemblies in
this country, and shared with us the
sobering fact that of the 169 Assem-
blies existing in April 1953, 21 were
the sole ones in their states. It was
explained that the first year of the
Crusade saw the adoption of a new,
simplified teaching structure to in-
clude twelve Area Committees under
a National Teaching Committee and
a plan which pointed out the neces-

sary assistance of local assemblies
in dispersal and extension teach-
ing, implemented by letters and
Conferences in an effort to bring the
believers across the country into a
unified effort. We were reminded
that the Guardian had warned in his
message of July 18, 1953, “the move-
ment of pioneers, the opening of vir-
gin territories, the initiation of Houses

of Worship . . . the multiplication of
assemblies, groups and isolated
centers . . . will in the long run

amount to little . . . if not supple-
mented by the equally wital task—
which is one that primarily concerns
continually . . each single individual
believer . . of winning to the Faith
fresh recruits . .”’, and that the
Guardian's concern with the spread
of the Faith in the home land was
expressed again in a message from
Leroy Ioas in the February Bagd’f
News., It was announced that at
year's end thirty-six of the seventy-
six goal cities were settled. The
number of Assemblies formed on
April 21 was not known at Conven-
tion time. The year had been one of
adjustment to a new teaching struc-
ture and it was the recommendation
of the National Teaching Committee
that this structure be maintained.
It had been the expressed wish of
the Guardian that the many Region-
al Teaching Committees be dropped.
In many ways the National Teaching
Committee expressed to the dele-
gates the responsibilities of local As-
semblies to extend their efforts to
assist the smaller Assemblies, and
of individuals who are isolated to
think of themselves as pioneers., The
full, concrete list of suggestions,
component parts of the National
Teaching Plan for last year, were
reiterated: that all Jarge Assemblies
appoint Home Front Crusade Com-
mittees to stimulate dispersal; that
Assemblies be encouraged to carry
on extension teaching, especially in
goal cities; that deepening classes
prepare the pioneers and all the
friends to fulfill their teaching re-
sponsibilities; that Gleanings from
the Writings of Bahd’w’'lldh be rec-
ommended as the book of this Baha’i
vear, supplemented by The Adwent
of Divine Justice and the Guardian’s
latest statistical Survey.

Twice Mrs. Margery McCormick,
as a recently returned pilgrim from
Haifa, was asked to come 1o the
platform to bring the friends closer
to the repeated wamnings of the
Guardian to the American Baha'is,
particularly te those of New York,
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Chicago and San Francisco, to dis-
perse from industrial centers or face
spiritual as well as physical suffer-
ing. She reminded us, however, that
the Guardian dwells on the construc-
tive rather than on the negative; his
heart and mind are directed toward
building the new world civilization
and he regards approaching calam-
ity as purposeful. To visit the Guard-
ian is to hear of the new raece of
men to be raised and to begin to
envisage the process of building a
new civilization in which pioneering
in foreign fields becomes the noblest
act. Mrs. McCormick appealed to
the friends to ponder the directives
given by the Guardian as his parting
words, to be ‘‘free as spirit, pure
as air, unrestrained as the wind,
blazing like fire” so as to find our
efforts confirmed as never before,

Annocuncement of Auxiliary Board

Discussion of the tasks at home
became the center of consultation
again later in the Convention, but
we were first to learn of a new in-
stitution, a further point of assist-
ance, the appointment of an Auxil.
iliary Board for each Continent. It
was an unforgettable evening when
we learned of this, and our hearts
and minds lifted to take in this new
evidence of the steady pguidance of
the Guardian in the swiftly advanc-
ing stages in the progress of the
Faith. His cablegram lighted the
way, and its import was the story
of the evoalving institution of the
Hands of the Cause, charged with
the ‘‘dual sacred responsibility for
the protection and propapgation of
the Cause of Baha'u'llah”. Paying
tribute to the services of the Hands
at the World Center and in terri-
tories beyond its confines, the
Guardian has now directed the fif-
teen Hands of the Cause living out-
side the Holy Land to appeint dur-
ing Ridvan, in each of the five con-
tinents, Auxiliary Boards whose
members ‘‘must increasingly lend
their assistance for the promotion of
the interests of the Ten ¥Year Cru-
sade'’, Those selected by the three
Hands of the Cause in America (Paul
Haney, Horace Holley, Mrs. Corinne
True) {o serve as members of the
Auxiliary Board for this continent
were announced: Mrs. Margot Wor-
ley and Mrs. Gayle Woolson of South
America, Esteban Canales of Cen-
tral America, Rowland Estall of
Canada, and William de Forge, Mrs.
Katherine MecLaughlin, Mrs., Mar-
gery MeCormick, Mrs. Florence
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Mayberry and Dr. Sarah Pereira of
the United States. Not to replace the
‘already existing structure, but to as-
sist and augment it, this Auxiliary
Beard is respons.ble to-the American
Hands of the Cause.

The historical significance of thisg
new institution was explained by
Horace Holley, and we began to un-
derstand how Bah&’u’llah has ended
the age-long separation between re-
ligion and government, in recreating
the heart of mankind and giving the
Law to the nations. This process,
preserved through the ministry of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, has been transmitted
to our and future generations
through the Guardianship. In the
Guardian we have the culmination
of two great strains of history, the
religious and the secular, for he is
at once the interpreter of the word
of God as voiced by Baha’w’llah and
the head of a universal Administra-
tive Order. Thus will peace come,
as man raises through local and Na-
tional Assemblies a Universal House
of Justice, while God reaches down
to man through His representative
on earth, the Guardian of His Cause,

As part of this unforgettable “‘In-
tercontinental Night', there fol-
lowed pictures of last year's four
great Conferences, and we saw the
Global Crusade begin on four con-
tinents as the story of Kampala, Wil-
mette, Stockholm and New Delhi
was pgraphically told by Mrs. Mil-
dred Mottahedeh. Then color slides
showing the miracle of Mount Car-
mel brought us to the sight of God's
Holy Mountain at night, as strings
of lighted jewels showed the way to
the glowing gem of the Shrine of
the Bab at the top. We had circled
the globe, we were pilgrims, all.

Intercontinental Tasks

Consultation on America’s part in
the World Crusade went forward the
next day. Beatrice Ashton traced the
abjectives of the Ten Year Crusade
outside of pioneering and consolida-
tion, including such tasks as the
completion of Temple landscaping
and the erection of the first Depend-
ency, translation of Baha'i literature,
proclamation of the Faith through
press and radio, and other respon-
sibilities of the American Baha'i
community.

Accomplishments of the first year
of the Crusade in the Imtercontinen-
tal fields were explained by repre-
sentatives ¢of four Committees. For
the European Teaching Committee,
Edna True reported the consolida-
tion of existing Eurcpean communi-

ties and extension teaching, building
toward additional ‘‘regional” Na-
tional Assemblies, later to become
independent; pioneers placed in all
new posts assigned by the Guardian
except Spitzbergen in the Arctic
ccean and the Ukraine, where an
“lce' curtain and the “iron” curtain
were the bharriers; assistance to the
Ttale-Swiss community by the plac-
ing of pioneers in four goals; meas-
ures begun and funds contributed at
the Stockholm conference for the
purchase of a site for the future
Temple in that city; translation of
seven of the ten languages assigned
by the Guardian, and the printing
of a simple “'contact’” pamphlet un-
der way in five. In consultation on
all pioneering outside our country,
the friends were warned of the ne-
cessity for using wisdom in the way
they wrote to pioneers in foreign
lands where even the mention of the
word Baha’l might be suspect.
Charlotte Linfoot, secretary of the
Asia Teaching Commitiee, told of the
goal of settling pioneers in forty-one
countries of the Pacific, in coopera-
tion with six other National Assem-
blies; of the difficulties encountered
in attempting to reach these islands
of remoteness; of the ways in which,
through prayers and never ceasing
efforts, the difficulties began to be
resolved, until today eighteen pio-
neers are in or en route to their
posts. We heard the dramatic story

of Elena and Roy Fernie, whose
hercism, ingenuity and devotion
brought confirmations which re-

moved seemingly Insurmountable ob-
stacles, and took them to the far-off
Gilbert Islands. The friends were
asked to remcmber the pioneers in
their lonely remoteness from the
rest of the world, and were remind-
ed of the words of the Guardian that
upon the settlement of goal spots in
the Pacific depends the teaching suc-
cess of the Global Crusade. Only
then, he has said, will the Pacific
become the ocean of peace.

William de Forge, speaking for the
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com-
mittee gave a glowing report of
eighty-six pioneers who have filled
twenty-six of the twenty-seven as-
signed goals, As yet the Island of
Anticosti, the only spot still to be
settled, is inaccessible, since it is
privately owned.

The glorious victories of the Afri-
can Teaching Campaign were told by
Amoz Gibson. That the present num-
ber of converts to the Faith is now
six hundred and the African centers
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one hundred and ninety, attest to the
brilliance of this teaching victory in
Africa, the “awakening giant”. The
convention was b.essed by the pres-
ence of the first Liberian believer
who received the message from Wil-
liarmn Foster; he came before the del-
egates {0 speak briefly of his experi-
ence,

American Indian Service

Brought into focus as special tasks
of the Ten Year Crusade were the
responsibilities of the American
Baha’is in carrying the Faith to the
American Indians and to the Negro
citizens of this country. At the Guar-
dian’s direction these important
home front tasks had been imple-
mented by two new National Com-
mittees: American Indian Service
and Inter-Racial Teaching,

‘‘Blessed is the spot, and the house,
and the place, and the city, and the
heart, and the mountain, and the rei-
uge, and the cave, and the wvalley,
and the land, and the sea, and the
island, and the meadow where men-
tion of God hath been made, and His
praise glorified.” These well-loved
words of Bahd'uw'llih have become
the first to he translated into the
Cherokee language, we learned asthe
story of the first year of American
Indian Service was told graphically
by Rex King, a member of this Com-
mittee. Caught by the spirit and the
imagery of the words, the three
translators on the Cherokee ressrva-
tion in North Carolina had said, “It
is beautiful, it is the thought of the
Cherokee'; ‘It is wonderful, but it
is also partly Sicux': and ‘“The
word, Bahd'w’llah, is like our word
for God”’. This first difficult year had
been an adventure in piongering in
understanding the culture, the reli-
gious beliefs, the history of the first
Americans; and an eXperience in
pioneering inte the wvastness of In-
dian land by devoted Baha'is who
moved to the Apache and Navajo
reservalions in Arizona; to Gallup,
the Indian capital of the world; to
Yakima, Washington; to Devil's
Lake among the Sioux of North
Dakota; and to Cherckee, North Car-
olina. The special task of reclaiming
the remnant eommunity of Omaha
Indians at Macy, Nebraska, was de-
scribed as an inescapable responsi-
hility which the American Indian
Service Committee shared with the
friends in an appeal for true pioneer-
ing in a long-range, patient, loving
effort to bring this community back
into the shelter of our Cause. Ac-
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complishments of this first year of
Indian service included contact
made with members of eighteen ad-
ditiona] Indian tribes:; the immediate
task for the coming year will be the
changing of contacts into converts
for the Faith, in compliance with a
most recent appeal of the Guardian.
A brochure of teaching suggestions
has been published and made avail-
able to the friends. We were remind-
ed of the necessity for love, tact,
patience, wisdom and understanding
in teaching among the Indians,
a pecple greatly revered by the Mas-
ter. We remembered the glowing
promise given by ‘Abdu’l-Bahd for
the future of this people when they
will have been guided into their spir-
itual destiny. An appeal was made
through the delegates to all the
Amerijcan Baha'is to claim their part
in the fulfillment of this promise.

Inter-Racial Program

A report of the Inter-Racial Teach-
ing Committee, given by Farhang
Javid, began with the reiteration of
‘Abdir’l-Baha’s warning that if the
problem of unity between the colored
and white races is not met, the effect
on this country will be most devas-
tating. Shared with the friends was
the Guardian’s statement reflecting
his feeling for the importance of this
work, too long delayed, and his as-
surance that the victories in Africa
indicate the capacity for acceptance
of the Faith among the Negro peo-
ple. During the past year the Inter-
Racial Teaching Commitiee asked
each local Assembly to appoint a key
deputy who would supply the names
of Negro leaders in each community,
To these were sent two separate
mailings of literature with an accom-
panying letter. Recommendations for
next year by the Committee included
these suggestions: that each local
Assembly appeoint an Inter-Racial
teaching committee; that each local
Assembly plan one large public
meeting devoted to this theme, pref-
erably during Brotherhood week:
that the incoming National Inter-Ra-
cial Teaching Committee be allowed
to direct pioneer settlers to highly
populated Negro communities in
the south; that a deflinite time be
appointed by the National Assembly
for a study of new institute material,
“Faith in Action', through confer-
ences or a series of study classes.
This compilation was reviewed by
Mrs. Marian Lippitt and its study
explained as a means to prepare the
friends to approach this important

teaching responsibility, In the ensu-
ing discussion several delegates re-
iterated the need for love in the
hearts of the friends in order to win
more Negro adherents to the Faith,
and that the spirit of the task should
become that of human relations. To
this, the Puerto Rican delegate, Mr.
Vivas, added a dramatic story of the
effects of the deadly scourge of ra-
cial prejudice about which ‘Abdu'l-
Baha warned America. We were re-
minded, too, that *Abdu’l-Baha spoke
also of the great future of the Negro
people because of their numbers and
the difficulties which have surround-
ed them. We remembered the words
of the Kampala conference, ““our col-
ors are different by accident, we are
brothers and sisters bound by one
belief’,

Opportunities for Giving

“0 My God! O My God! Verily I
invoke Thee and supplicate before
Thy threshold asking Thee that all
Thy mercies may descend upon
these souls ., . Unite and bind to-
gether the hearts, join in accord all
the souls . . .’ With the reading of
this prayer, consultation on the Na-
tional Fund drew us together in fac-
ing this greatest obligation and in
accepting the privilege of maintain-
ing the pillar upon which rest all
the institutions of the Cause. The re-
port to the friends as the Treasurer
gave it was very clear. The total
budget for last yvear was $525,000;
receipts for the entire year were
$366,000. The differential of $159,000
was somewhat lessened because
$37.000 of the budget was not spent,
leaving a deficit of $122,000. How was
this deficit met? To repay the bank
loan of $100,000 due last November
12, special measures had to he
taken: a gift of $77,000 to the N.S.A.
gome years ago by Mrs. Collins, in
memeoetry of her husband, the princi-
pal of which could be used in an
emergency, was used to help meet
this obligation. This amount will be
replaced in three parts, the first of
which, $25,000, becomes a part of the
budget of next year. Later, the
N.5.A. borrowed from the Wilmette
State Bank against the bequest of
Mr. Schopflocher, repayable this
year when the bequest of $60,000 is
to be received. The budget for next
vear presented a clear picture of the
minimum financial reguirements,
and totaled $475,000. With these fig-
ures the Treasurer shared the sober-
ing facts that new developments in
the world structure of the Faith will
bring new financial responsibilities
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and that we cannot look for miracles
to help us meet possible future cri-
ses. In order to face this squarely,
a simple resolve plan as presented
by the Treasurer was adopted in a
recommendation to the National As-
sembly by the delegates. In its scope
and simple, understandable form it
seemed to embrace the capacity of
every believer, so that no one from
this point on need cut himself off
from the bounty of support of the
National Fund. The channels of in-
dividual giving were further clari-
fied: first, to the International Fund
directly to the Guardian; second, to
the National Fund through the re-
solve plan; third, to their local fund
by members of Baha't communities:
and fourth, to a new Continental
Fund, as explained in the Guardian’s
cablegram, for the assistance of the
Auxiliary Boards. Maintenance of all
four categories are the cbligation of
the friends, it was explained, and
will he accepted as we under-
stand that, through the bounty
of Baha'u’llah, our lives as Baha'is
embrace local, national, and inter-
national, activities. The delegates
recommended that local Assemblies
as well as individuals choose an
amount and make their contribution
to the Resolve plan. To relate our-
selves to the standard of the budget
in & new mature spirit, suggestions
followed: that each Assembly should
devote more consultation to the prob-
lem, that the circle of believers who
support the Fund may ever be in-
creased; that new believers come
inte the Faith with an understanding
of the joy and responsibility in giv-
ing to the various funds; that con-
tributions should begin immediately
after Ridvan (we are faced with an
immediate bill of $23,000) and con-
tinue steadily until the close of the
Baha’i year; that the Fund is not
healthy when sustained by a few;
that we should realize that the Fund
is the link between the believers and
the execution of the Divine Plan;
and that we take to our hearts again
and again as individuals and com-
munities the words of ‘Abdu’l-Bahi,
*God does not ask from any soul
except according to his ability. Who-
soever comes with one good act, God
will give him tenfold. The living Lord
shall assist and confirm the gener-
ous socul. O ye lovers of the Beauty
of the True One . . . Become ve seli-
sacrificing, become ye self-sacrific-
ing . ..

To bring such a spirit as this to a
discussion of finances is truly one of
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the remarkable evidences of the vi-
tality of our Faith, the Chairman re-
minded us. And we felt that the spirit
which accompanied the holding of a
Baha'’i election, onie of the explicit
functions of the Convention, was just
as unique in the world today. Mid-
way in the sessions we paused for
this dedicated part, for the sharing
of prayers which preceded the ac-
tual voting, *'that haply Thy serv-
ants may show forth only that which
shall please Thee and conform whol-
ly unto Thy most potent will’,

Election of National Assembly

One hundred and six delegates
voted in person for members of the
new National Spiritual Assembly,
and sixty-three voted by mail. Later,
the results of the election of the
N.S.A. and its subsequent organiza-
tion were anncunced: Paul Haney,

chairman; Charles Wolcott, vice-
chairman; Horace Holley, secre-
tary; Charlotte Linfoot, assistant
secretary; Edna True, recording

secretary; Borrah Kavelin, treasur-
er; Margery McCormick; Lawrence
Hautz; Robert McLaughlin.

More delegates and friends ar-
rived at mid-session, bringing the
final total to seven hundred and fifty-
eight.

Temple Grounds and First Dependency

In the closing days of the Conven-
tion, through a graphic account by
Robert McLaughlin, we learned of
the steps to be taken in completing
the nine gardens surrounding the
Temple, the addition of fountains
and circular walks in each and furth-
er enhancement of the planting, all
to be done in a three year pericd.
We learned that the Guardian has
approved the building of a home for
the aged as the first Temple De-
pendency and that a committee com-
posed of Doctors Katherine True,
Manucher Javid, and David Ruhe,
and Mrs. Margery McCormick and
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton had been asked
to study the basic needs and
technical problems in erecting such
an institution. It had been the Guard-
ian’s choice that the first Depend-
ency be an instrument of service,
we were told, and that in the same
way that the House of Worship opens
its doors to all, so will this institu-
tion.

Guardian’s Reply to
Convention Message

The Guardian’s cabled reply to the
message sent by the Convention was
brief, arresting: “Welcome assur-
ance delegates, Fervently suppli-

cating pgreat victories home front,
ahroad’”,

A new feeling of urgency meoved
through the last hours of consulta-
tion on the responsibilities and eppor-
tunities here at home. News of the
forthcoming Assembly of the World
Council of Churches, to be held in
Evanston in late August, was shared
with us by Margery McCormick and
Winston Evans, who have been asked

by the N.S.A. to explore this oppor-

tunity for bringing the Baha'i Faith
to the attention of the leading
scholars of the Christian world. The
questions to be raised at the confer-
ence involve the whole future of
Christendom, it was explained, and
are those for which only Baha'is have
been given the answer. We heard the
dramatic story of the planning for
this great assembly which will at-
traet 1500 delegates from all over the
world, and could but conclude it was
not just an accident that Evanston,
adjacent to0 Wilmeite and the Baha'i
House of Worship, had been chosen
as the site,

Through represeniatives of hard-
working Commitiees we learned of
the many spheres of Baha’i activity:
among the ¥outh, with the children,
in the Summer Schools, in the epic
volumes of Bahd't World, through all
the publicity and visual aids, BagA’f
News, library facilities, use of Baha'i
Questionnaires, Service to the Blind,
book szales, and the reinforcement of
ties binding the Baha’i Werld Com-
munity with the United Nations. We
learned of comprehensive plans for
publicizing the Faith during the com-
ing year in a series of twelve events
including, in addition to Bah&'i anni-
versaries, World Religion day and
other occasions celebrated in the
past, a new World Culture day on
March 6. offering unlimited oppor-
tunities for appeal through art, mu-
sic and drama.

A Public meeting in Foundation
Hall Sunday ewvening, with Arthur
Dahl and Annamarie Honnold as
speakers was the concluding event
of the Convention. Its benediction
was the service of public worship in
the Auditorium that afterncon, as
had the morning's devotions heen
the dawning point of each day and
the Ridvéan Feast a mid-moment of
joy. Just before the Convention
Charles Woleott had written a haunt-
ingly beautiful melody for the words
of a short prayer of Baha'u'llah.
This, with the music of the Jovely
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“from the sweet scented streams”,
and the solacing words of the sacred
readings made a blend of beauty.

The heart of the Convention was
within the Heuse of Worship, In the
completed, dedicated Temple we
learned the fulness of worship in a
measure that words cannot contain.
Together, in an arb of light, where
Baha'u'llah’s words cirele within and
without, we heard the familiar
verses of the older Faiths as for the
first time, the glorious fulfilling
prayers of Baha'u’lldh both spoken
and sung.

It is the Temple which is the first
to be seen, the last to glimpse, the
hardest to leave. But through some
blessed miracle it is as close as re-
membrance . . . we are back again
and again in the cirele of light, and
the singing words return,

“0 Thou, by whose Name the sea

of joy moveth

And the fragrance of happiness is

wafted,

I ask Thee to show me from the

wonders of Thy favar,

That which shall brighten my eyes,

and shall gladden my heart,

Verily, Thou art the Giver, the

Generous.”’

—Nancy PHILLIPS
Convention Reporter

AFRICAN TEACHING

From the United States Africa
Teaching Committee comes the
news of acceptance of the Baha'i
Faith by a member of the Berber
tribe in North Africa, first of these
people to hecome a believer,

Last QOctober, an African pioneer
from Uganda, Enoch Olinga, went to
the British Camercons, where a
community of fourteen African
Baha’is developed. In March the
Guardian cabled Musa Banani, Hand
of the Cause in Kampala, Uganda,
asking that the new African believ-
ers go from the British Cameroons
to nearby areas of the French and
British Togolands and French Cam-
<roons. Hence, by Ridvan, there
were African believers in these
areas as well as an assembly in the
British Cameroons. This instance is
given to show how fast the Faith
can spread in these new areas and
how the Guardian desires believers
to scatter rather than build up large
centers numerically.

AMERICAN INDIAN
SERYICE COMMITTEE

The American Indian Service Com-
mittee asks the help of all Local As-
semblies and Area Committees in ob-
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taining information about Indian be-
lievers and contacts. To check the
accuracy of existing records and
reach any isolated individuals, the
following information is requested:

1. Names and addresses of Baha'is
in your community or area who are
all or part Indian and the tribe to
which they beleng.

2. Names of Indian tribes contact-
ed in your community or area during
the first vear of the Global Crusade.

3. Reports of any future enroll-
ments or contacts as soon as they
occur.

The accuracy of Teports to the
Guardian on the progress of Indian
teaching depends on this assistance
from the committees.

BAHA'Y PRESS SERVICE

Baha'i Press Service has devel-
cped a program for proclaiming the
Faith to the public through special
events coverage. This program, ap-
proved by the National Spiritual As-
sembly will serve as a basis for news
releases.

The Press Service will mail to all
Baha'i press representatives the fol-
lowing materials to assist in publiciz-
ing each event.

1. A national release, which is sent
to about 100 wire services, ma-
gazines and feature syndicates.

2. A suggested local release,
adapting the information to local
community requirements, bringing
in local Baha’i personalities and
events.

3. A supggested newspaper adver-
tisement, with layout.

4. A planograph sheet reproducing
some of the recently published arti-
cles.

5. A letter putiining suggestions for
publicizing these events, using radio
scripts, tape recordings, mats etc,
and exchanging information on the
activities of press representatives.

The list of events includes:

July 9, Declaration of the Béab.

To publicize developments at

Baha'i World Center, and signifi-

cance of the Martyrdom and Shrine

of the Bab.

August 15-30, World Council of
Churches. Meeting at Ewvanstomn,
11linois.

To welcome delegates, invite them

to visit nearby Baha't Temple.
September 23, Baha'li Proclamation
Day.

To proclaim America's spiritual

mission, observe the anniversary

of the Faith’s introduction to Amer-

ica and stimulate the friends to

renew their efforts after summer

1ull.

October 24, United Nations Day.

To proclaim spiritual basis on

which nations of the world can

unite for lasting world peace.

November 12, Birthday of Baha'u’-

1lah,

To proclaim the appearance of the

Promised One of all religions as

the hope of the world.

December § ({approximate)},

Baha’i Conventions.

To publicize delegate attendance

and progress of the Ten Year Cru-

sade,

January 16, World Religion Day.
To proclaim the fundamental one-
ness of religion.

February 21-28, World Brotherhood

Week.

To proclaim the oneness of man-

kind,

March 6, World Culture Day,

To herald the emergence of a new

global culture to promote world

peace.

March 21, Naw-Riz (Bahd'i

Year). ’
To proclaim the renewal of religion
and a new spiritual springtime.

April 30-May 2 (approximate), Na-

tional Baha'i Convention.

To publicize delegate attendance

and progress of the Ten Year Cru-

sade.

May 23, Declaration of the Bab.

Tc proclaim the birth of a new

Universal Cycle and the fulfillment

of prophecy.

Local Assemblies are urged to
send the names of their new ap-
pointments of Press Representatives
to: Bahda't Press Service, 6543 N.
Campbell Ave,, Chicago 45, Illinois,
50 that the mailing list for future
publicity releases may be corrected.

INTERNATIONAL BAHA'
SCHOOL

The International Bahad’l School
will open for classes on Saturday.
July 17, continuing for four weeks.
All Baha'is are invited to attend the
classes at the inspiring setting at the
foot of the Rocky Mountains. No spe-
cial classes for Youth will be given.

During this year so vital to the
Crusade, summer school programs
will serve an important place in pre-
paring each Baha'f for his teaching
opportunities. International School
classes and programs will be geared
tg the Ten Year plan.

The school has an excellent library
containing Baha’l writings in several

State
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languages and reference publica-
tions in comparative religions. How-
ever, those attending should bring
their own Baha'i books for study.

The warm days and cool evenings
indicate a variety of dress. Corme
prepared to enjoy the excellent
climate and recreational facilities of
the Pike's Peak region.

There is easy access to Colorado
Springs by all forms of transporta-
tion. The school is located about 12
miles from the city.

Room and board is $35.00 per
week. Because accommodations are
limited, enrcllment and room reser-
vations should be made early. In-
quiries should be sent to:

Mrs. Gladys Roberts

915 N. Hancock Ave,

Colorado Springs, Colorado.

CHILD EDUCATION

Parents and all believers warking
with children will he interested in
a ‘*Suggested QOutline for the Teach-
ing and Training of Children’ which
appears in the April issue of The

Child’s Way, publication of the
Bahi't National Child Education
Committee. This issue, especially

printed because of the value of this
teaching chart, gives the capacities,
norms. goals and objectives for
children from three to fifteen years,
together with suggestions on teach-
ing and related activities. Also in-
cluded is a set of check questions
for self-evaluation by those working
with children, In single copies, the
price of this issue iz twenty-five
cents. Regular subscriptions to the
bi-monthly The Child's Way are $1.00
a vear, and can be ordered, to begin
with this special issue, from:

The Child’s Way

Mrs. Amy Dwelly, Editor

9400 Euclid Avenue, Suite 20

Cleveland 6, Ohio

CHRIST'S PROMISE FULFILLED

A new booklet entitled Christ’s
Promise Fulfilled is now available.
Its contents, assembled from Some
Answered Questions, brings together
chapters dealing with the birth of
Christ, the Resurrection, the Return
spoken of by the Prophets and other
subjects of particular interest to peo-
ple of Christian background.

The purpose in publishing such a
booklet at this time is to give Baha'is
a piece of literature providing an-
swers to the guestions which will
arise as a result of the great inter-
national conference sponsored by the
World Couricil of Churches, to be
held in Ewvanston, Illincis, during the
last two weeks of August.
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The World Council of Churches,
which represents some 35 million
people in its affiliated groups, has
chosen the topic ‘‘Christ, the Hope
of the World,”” as theme for the Ew-
anston conference. Discussion will
center largely on the Second Com-
ing, the Return of Christ. Laymen
and clergy alike are showing
increased interest in this subject.
Press, radio and TV will focus on
the conference, reporting the discus-
sions in detail to all parts of the
world.

Northwestern University will pro-
vide the facilities of its 3500-seat Me-
Gaw Memorial Hall for the confer-
ence; 1500 delegates, representing
161 Protestant denominations, from
60 countries are expected to attend.

The National Spiritual Assembly
has felt this Assembly of the World
Council of Churches to be sufficient-
ly important that it has appointed a
committee to follow the arrange-
ments being made for the confer-
ence. The purpose of the committee
is to determine what significance
the deliberations of the delegates
may have for Bahd’is and to inform
the believers of ways in which they
can meet the opportunities created
by the discussions.

What constitutes ““Christian Hope®
ig far from ctear in the minds of
many delegates who will attend the
meetings, and agreement among
those who have positive opinions is
not a foregone conclusion. The very
nature of the conference, however,
indicates an awareness of the central
problem of our time. For Baha'is the
Christian hope of the return of
Christ is Bah&’i conviction. Ours is
the Faith, the assurance that Christ
has, indeed, returned; not in His for-
mer station of the Son of God, but
in the very Glory of the Father, in
Baha’u’llah, the Glory of God.

This knowledge will be made
available to delegates to the Evans-
ton meeting of the World Council of
Churches. The National Spiritual As-
sembly is considering all possible
ways of bringing the Baha'i Faith to
the attention of these visitors.

The booklet, prepared for this
occasion, will be found useful for this
purpose in all communities as well
as in Evanston. (see Publications
section.)

BAHA'l ON THE CAMPUS

At the University of Arizona,
World Youth Day was observed with
a panel discussion on the agreement
of Science and Religion. A member

of the Department of Physics of the
University presented the scientific
viewpoint and a Baha'i presented the
principles of the Faith.

Regular Friday evening public
meetings, held in the Student Union
Building on campus, have been well
attended.

This active Baha'i youth group has
received University recognition
through the election of a Bah&'i to
the office of President of the Stu-
dent Religious Council.

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP

The Baha'i House of Worship at
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the
Unity of God, the Unity of His
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind, In
this spirit, public worship is con-
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in
the auditorium. Readers at these de-
votional programs ineclude Baha'is
and guests. Choral selections are by
the Baha't House of Worship A Cap-
pella Choir.

The programs for the month of
May follow:
Feast of Ridvan-—May 1, 1954,
9:30 P.M.

Thiz is the Day in which smankind can be-
hold the Face, and hear the Voice. of the
Promised One. The Call of God hath been
ratsed, and the light of His counienance hath
been lifted up upon men.

~—Bahi'u'llih

CHORAL SELECTION
Sing and Rejoice—Will James
PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS, XLVII, p. €9
PRAYER OF BAHA'II'LLAH (chanted in Per-
siah)
GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF
BAHA'TI'LLAH, pp. 2930,
GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGE OF
BAHA'U'LLAH, LIII, p. 10T
CHORAL SELECTION
Hear My Cry, O God—Alexander Kopyloff
GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF
BAHA'U'LLAH, CLI, p, 319
CHORAIL. SELECTION
Let Thy Holy Presesnce—Tschesnokoff
PRA‘:{FRS AND MEDITATIONS, CLXXX,
p. 110
CHORAL SELECTION
From the Sweet-Scented Streams (A prayer
of Baha'u'llih}—Charles Woleott

Order of Devotions—May 2, 1954,
3:30 P.M.

In all Dispensations fthe law of prayer hath
constituted o fundemenial element of the
Revelation of alt the Prophets of God

~—Baha'u'llah

CHORAL SELECTION

Almighty God of Our Fathers—James
BAHA'l SACRED WRITINGS

Baha'i Prayers, p. 43
OLD TESTAMENT

Job 33:26, Psalms 50

100; &7
NEW TESTAMENT

Mark 11:22-26; T.uke 11:513; Matthew B:5-13
CHORAL SELECTION

Alleluia—Randall Thompson

14-15; 34: 1-8; 117;

QUR'AN
Sura I1:147-148; Sura XI:116-117; Bura ¥
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS
Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah (frem the Ara-
bic), No. 16, 43 .
Kitab-i-Igan (The Book of Certitude}, p. 39;
Gleanings, pp. 2™, 265, 266, 243, 205; Advent
of Divine Justice, p. 70
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Baha'i Prayers, p. 46

CHORAL SELECTION
From the Sweet-Scented Streams (Prayer of
Baha u'lldh)—Charles Woleott

Order of Devotions—May 9, 1954

3:30 P.M.

All praise, O my God, be to Thee Who art
the Source of wll glory and majesty, o] great-
ness und honor, of sovereignty and dominion,
of loftiness and grace, of ewe and power . . .
Of all whe are in heaven and on ecrth, hone
can withsiand the operation of Thy sovereign
Will, From oll eternity Thouw didst rule the en-
tire erealion, and Thou wilt continue for ever-
more to exercise thy dominion cver all created

things,
—Bahi'u'llih
CHORAL SELECTION
Let All the Nafions Proise the Lord—Volck.
mar Leisting
BAHA'T BACRED WRITINGS
Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. %4
OLD TESTAMENT
Psalms 19 and 100
NEW TESTAMENT
Matthew #4:10: John #4:Z3
QUR’AN
Sura XXTV, 36-38; 41-42; Sura I
CHORAL SELECTION
0 Come Ye Servants of the Lord—C, Tye
BAHA'l SACRED WRITINGS
Pr?:,zr;rs and Meditations, pp. 271-272; L3V
P.
Gleanings, pp. 60-51
Prayers and Meditations, CLIII, p. 245
CHORAIL. SELECTION
Loud His Neme—P. Ivancft

Order of Devotions—May 16, 1954
3:30 P.M.,

The fundemenial purnose animating the
Faith of God and His Religion iz to safequard
the interests ami promote the unity of the
human race. and to foster the spirit of love
and jellowship amongst men.

—Bah&'u'llih
CHORAL SELECTION

0 Sing Unto the Lord—Hans Leo Hassler
BAHA'T SACRED WRITINGS

Gleanings p. 243: XCIX, p. 20¢
OLD TESTAMENT

Malachi 2:!1D; J:1-3: 3:18-18. Isaiah 11:1-9
NEW TESTAMENT

gat;i-lﬁew 22: 36-40: 23: 37-39. Revelation
QUR’AN

Sura 1T+ 98-1nn
CHORAL SELECTION

Bless the Lord. O My Soul—Ippolitof-Ivanof
BAHA'I SACRED WRITTNGS

Gle;lt}rh'mgs, CVII, p. 214; pp. 215216

p.

Bah&’{l Prayers. n. 78

CXI,

- CHORAL SELECTION

The Lord’s My Shepherd—arr. Gordon Jacob

Order of Devotions—May 23, 1954,
3:30 P.M.

Krnow thow assuredly that the essence of all
the Prophets of God izs-ome and the zame.
Their unity is absolute. God, the Creator,
saiths There is mno distinckion whatsoever
nmong the Bearers of My Message. They all
hauve but one purpose; their Secret is the same

Secret.
—RBahai u’lléh

BAHA'T SACRED WRITINGS

Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. 4
CHORAL SELECTION

Arise, O God, and Show Thy Might—Morgan
BAHA'l SACRED WRITINGS

Gleanings, pp. TB-80
BRHAGAYAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIFTURES)
OLD TESTAMENT

Excdus 2:14-15; 4:10-16. Deuteronomy 18§:15-19
NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 2:16-17; 5:17-1B. John 5:46-97. Luke

24:44, John B:42, 56, 59; 14:15-18, 26; 16:7-8,

12-13
CHORAL SELECTION

Let Thy Holy Presence—Tschesnokoff |
QUR'AN’ .

Sura II:13D; Sura MXXTIL:40-46
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS

Gleanings, p. 3; VII, p. 10; World Order of

Baha'u'llih, pp, 104-105, 60, 116

Gleanings, pp. 8031, 136 .

Prayers and Meditations, CVII, p. 178
CHORAL SELECTION

He Shal Give His Angels Charge Over Thee

—Mendelssohn
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QOrder of Devotions-—May 30, 1954,

3:30 P.M.

It is evident that the loftiest mansions in
the Realm of I'mmaortality hoeve been ordained
as the hobitetion of them that have truly be-
lieved in and in His signs, Deaihr can
never invade that holy seat,

—Bahi‘u'llih

CHORAL SELECTION
Give Ear Unty My Proyer—Arcadelt
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 278-
BHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURESl
The Ordingnces of Manu
oLD TESTAM

Psalm X}
NEW TESTAMENT
I Corinthians 18:39-58,54
QUR’AN
Sura XX1IV, 64;: Sura XLI, 30-32; Sura XXXIT,
; Sura XVI, 32, 34; Sura XXIV, 42

Oh Sing Unto the Lord—Hans Leo Hassler
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS

Gleanings, pp. 158-159; pp. 155-156; pp. 156-

157; pp. 345-346

The Hidden Words of Bah4'u'lih, From the
Arabic, 32, 23, 14;: Gleanings, p. 141

Prayers and Medltatmns, XXVIIL, p, 32
CHORAL SELECTION
Latd His Neme—P. Ivanoff

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Christ’'s Promise Fulfilled. By
‘Abdu'l-Baha. Selections form Some
Answered Questions containing
many chapters on Some Christian
Subjects, The Five Aspects of Spirit,
Stations of the Divine Manifesta-
tions, Reincarnation, and others. An
effective teaching aid for appealing
to people of Christian background.
75 pages, 4% x T3, green stamping
on Grey Granite cover.

Each ..........ooivnonn $ .35
10 copies .......... ... $2.50
Public Meeting Cards. Double

card, perforated, top portion of
which carries a quotation from
‘Abdu'l-Baha. Lower portion is an
address card for contacts who wish
to be informed of future Baha’i meet-
ings.

100 copies ......... ... $1.75
500 copies ........... $ 7.50
1000 copies ... -....... $13.00

Faith in Action. Prepared by the
Baha’i Inter-Racial Teaching Com-
mittee of 1953-54, this clearly organ-
ized study of the Bah&'i approach to
human relations is ideal for either
group or personal deepening. 26
pages, 81" x 14", mimeographed.

Each ..........oovvvent. %.60

The Religion of Humanity. By
Horace Holley. Prepared by the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly especially
for presentation to public [figures
(see page T}, this pamphlet is also
useful for firesides and personal con-
tacts.

(minimum order) 10 copies ... $1.00
50 copies ... $4.50

New Prices
Loyalty to Government. Clear,
concise statement of this basic

Baha'i principle. {new printing)

Each .................. $.05
8 copies .............. § .25
100 copies ............ $2.50

New Supply

God and His Messengers. By Da-
vid Hofman. Published by George
Ronald, England. This is the only
book of its kind in our Children’s
Literature. Suitable as gift for Baha’i
ot non-Bah&’i, This item is no longer
net and librarigns will receive the
usual discount on guantity pur-
chases.

Qut of Print

The following books are no longer
available and will not be reprinted.

The Baha’i Movement

Security for a Failing World. (This
applies to the bock only. The pam-
phlet is still awvailable.)

“Gtory be unta Thee, 0 my God'
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy
maid-servant have gathered under
the shadow of Thy mercy and they
are united through Thy fovoer and
generosity. O Lord Assist them in
this Thy weorld and Thy Kirngdom
and destine for them every good
through Thy bouriy and grace . . ."”

—*‘Abdu’l-Baha
Detroit. Michigan—Mrs. Wilma Ridley to

Mr. Ervin LeRoy Thomas, April 24,
1954,
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HOLY DAYS
July 9, Martyrdom of the Bab

FEASTS

June 5, Nur, Light

June 24, Rahmat, Mercy
July 13, Kalimat, Words

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS

July 2, 3, 4, 5

July 30, 31, August 1

BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP

Visiting Hours:

Weekdays; 10:30 AM,—4:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M.

Sundays: 10:30 A M.—9:00 P.M.

Service of worship: Sunday at 3:30,
lasting until 4:15. (No guided tours
will be conducted during the serwv-
ice of worship.)}

“Death proffereth unto every con-
fident believer the cup that is life
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the
bearer of gladness. It conferreth the
gift of everlesting life.””

—Baha'u'llah

Mrs., Mahelle De Bruyn
Berkeley, California
March 20, 1954

Marion Compton
Burlington, New Jersex
Apri]l 1, 1852

Arthur Husted

Soldier's Home Hospital
Washington, D, C.
April 12, 1954

Lorin A. Whitmore
Pasedena 8, California
April 20, 1954

Mr. Paul Banker
Salt Lake City, Utah
May 9, 1954

Fred J. Woodward
Alexandria, Virginia
May 9, 1954

Saida R. Cowman
Arlington, Virginia
May 15, 1954

Mrs.

Mr.

Mr,

Mrs.

Mrs.
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the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month
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336 Sheridan Road, Wilmette,
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